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risk and obeyed the destruction orders they
received from the USDA will be finally com-
pensated, I might add one month after the
Congress voted to do the same, but I find it
very sad that this Administration chooses to
release this compensation only after the Vice
President finds himself sagging in the polls
and needing help in a swing State.
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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition
to H.R. 4680 and to say that today we have
seen a clear example of legislating at its
worst.

The Republican leadership of this House
has denied the Democrats the opportunity to
offer a meaningful prescription drug plan
which would guarantee our senior citizens ac-
cess to this important benefit under Medicare.

The Republican leadership has issued a
‘‘gag order’’ rule, which prevents the Demo-
cratic members of this institution from offering
a clear alternative to the legislation which they
are calling Medicare Prescription Medicine. I
say, the bill before us is not that: it is less than
that.

Last year, I visited with a number of Senior
Citizens centers in the First Congressional
District in Illinois. Secretary Donna Shalala
was gracious enough to join me in August in
a visit to the senior citizens residence at Mont-
gomery Place.

At every opportunity, the seniors in my dis-
trict asked me—Is Congress going to do
something about Medicare, and especially
about prescription drugs?

It was abundantly clear from these ques-
tions that the senior citizens in Chicago’s First
District—many of whom are living on income
below the poverty line—that this is an issue of
critical importance, to be dealt with seriously
by this institution. Seriously and deliberately:
not through political gamesmanship.

Last year, we were told that the prescription
drug issue would have to wait until the Repub-
lican-initiated tax cut was resolved. And we
waited. And the senior citizens in our Con-
gressional districts waited.

Last week, when President Clinton pro-
posed an end to the waiting and offered a
sound and financially responsible entitlement
program to provide senior citizens with the
prescription drug benefits that they need and
want, the Republican leadership in the House
said ‘‘No.’’ They said we will consider a mini-
mal proposal that does not even guarantee a
prescription drug benefit to Medicare recipi-
ents.

Mr. Speaker, I will say again what I said last
fall: that the Republican majority must give up
this ill-conceived plan and give us the oppor-
tunity to consider a real legislative proposal
which will give our senior citizens the prescrip-
tion drug benefits that they need—and want.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to H.R. 4680, The Medicare Rx
2000 Act. Today, instead of helping seniors
with their prescription drug bills, the Repub-
licans sold seniors a bill of goods. Their bill is
a multi-billion dollar giveaway to insurance
companies and fails to guarantee that seniors
will be able to afford the medicines their doc-
tors tell them they need to take to stay
healthy.

For the past year, seniors in my district
have been telling me about how much they
spend on their monthly prescription bills. I re-
leased a study in April 1999 which shows that
seniors in my district who have no prescription
drug coverage pay twice as much as those
who have coverage. Some seniors are faced
with the decision of paying for food or paying
for medicine. This is an outrage. No senior
should be faced with that kind of decision.

On the other hand, the Republican leader-
ship in the House recently became interested
in this issue because their pollster told them
that they needed to pass a drug plan—any
plan—no matter how flawed it is. And they
won’t let the Democrats offer a substitute plan
on the floor because they know it is a good
plan and could pass.

We need a Medicare prescription drug ben-
efit that is voluntary, that provides coverage to
all seniors who need it, and that secures the
financial future of Medicare. I will continue to
work for a plan that helps seniors fill their
cabinets with life-saving medications, not one
that lines the pockets of the drug companies.
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Mr. LUCAS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, in
Iran today, thirteen Jews are awaiting judge-
ment in a trial that I suspect is no trial at all.
Although the thirteen Jews in question are ac-
cused of espionage, they have been impris-
oned for over a year without being formally
charged and have been denied the right to
choose legal counsel. They have also been
denied access to family members, fellow
members of the Jewish community, and
human rights workers. It is deplorable to put
these thirteen people on trial, possibly with
their lives at stake, then shut the courtroom
doors to the world. Diplomats, members of the
media, human rights activists, and even the
accuseds’ fellow Iranian citizens are barred
from attending the court proceedings. In short,
these thirteen persons are being denied even
what limited due process of law is regularly
available to the Iranian people.

In March of this year, Secretary of State
Albright announced that the U.S. ban on cer-
tain Iranian imports would be lifted. This move
was designed to encourage ongoing political
reform in Iran. However, as Iran works to im-
prove its relations with the international com-

munity, I urge my fellow members of Congress
to keep a watchful eye on the developments
in this case. Judge Sadiq Nourani, better
known to his countrymen as ‘‘the butcher,’’ will
soon decide whether or not these thirteen
Jews indeed committed acts of espionage
against Iran. I am deeply troubled by the
shroud of secrecy under which this trial pro-
ceeds, bringing into question the integrity of
any guilty verdict. My colleagues in Congress
should view Judge Nourani’s decision, and
any subsequent sentencing, as a strong indi-
cation as to the sincerity of Iran’s attempts to
reform.

Omid Tefillin, a 25 year-old man whose
brother has already been condemned, said, ‘‘I
am innocent, and I believe the court is just.
God willing, I will be acquitted.’’ Mr. Speaker,
I wish I shared Mr. Tefillin’s faith in the Iranian
judicial system. Based on the proceedings I
have observed thus far, I am doubtful the thir-
teen Jews can receive a just verdict.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4733) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2001, and for other purposes.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, I would like to
take a moment to discuss an amendment that
has the potential to address a matter that is of
the utmost importance to our nation. First I
want to commend the Chairman for his hard
and diligent work on this bill.

The cost of gasoline has skyrocketed and
America is once again forced to kneel at the
feet of OPEC, groveling to oil barons, begging
for more oil. It is disgraceful that this adminis-
tration has let America, the home of the free,
become subservient to foreign powers. I can-
not stress enough the importance of the
United States becoming an energy self-suffi-
cient nation and the positive effects this would
have on our national security and economic
prosperity.

As you know, the price of oil in the United
States has dramatically increased over the last
year. Over the winter we saw the first spike in
oil prices, and this administrations’ response
was simply to beg OPEC to produce more oil,
in the hopes that higher supply would cause
prices to go down. Yet, prices have sky-
rocketed in the last few weeks, with some
Americans having to pay well over $2.00 for a
gallon of gas. The impact of escalating oil
costs affects prices for essential utility and
municipal services, the distribution of vital sup-
plies and other goods and services, and could
threaten many American jobs. Clearly, our cur-
rent economic prosperity is put at risk as a re-
sult of the dramatic increase in oil prices. It is
time to take action before we are completely
at the mercy of this oil cartel.

Beyond any short term fixes we may soon
address in the Congress, we must adopt a
long-term energy policy that will emphasize
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